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We know that the whole thing fizzled out.
Neither direetly nor indirectly did I do any-
thing dishonest or cobtain any illegal votes
on that oceasion, and I conm assure hon.
members that, up to the present time, I
have lived as an honest man and will con-
tinne to do so whether elected to Parlia-
ment or not.

On motion by Mr. Sleeman, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 815 pm,

Legislative gouncil,
Tuesday, 5th August, 1984,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
AMENDMENT.

Houn. J. W. ETRWAN (South) [4.85):
I move-—-

That it be an instruction lo the Stund-
ing Ovrders Committee to consider the
advisableness of amending ithe Standing
Orders, especially in view of the altera-
tions made in the Constitution Act, 1839,
ond the Constituiion Acts Amendment Act
of 1899 during the session of 1821-23,

This is merely & formal! motion, so I do not
intend to say any more than a few worids
necessary to explain its purpose. In the
session of 1921 it was considered advisable
to alter the Constitation. Prior to that
many difficulties had arisen between the two
Houses of the Legislature over the inter-
pretation of money Bills. After consulta-
tion between the Standing Orders Commit.
tees of the two Chambers, in order to make
the position plain a Bill was passed
through both Houses defining money RBilla
and elso giving a clearer exposition of
the relationship betweem the two Houses.
The scope of the amendment was very ex-
tensive, probably mueh more so than mem-
bers of either House realised at the thme.
I do not regard the present as a fitting oe-
easion for dealing fully with those amend-

[COUNCIL.]

ments, but to these members who wish to
understand the nature of the comstitutional
change: that was effected, I recommend
Quick and Garran’s Adunetated Constitution
of ‘Australia. What was done on that oc-
casion wag to repeal two sections of our Uon-
stitution and embedy in our Constilution
the sections of the Commonwealth Consti-
tution dealing with money Bills and the re-
lationship between the twe Houses. As a
result of that amendment whatever the
analogy—if ever any existed—hefween the
Legislative Couneil and the House of Lords
in relation to the other House of the T.egis-
latore, it certainly does not exiat any longer,
The position of the Legislative Council in
its relationship to the Assembly now, nnder
our amended Constitution, s identical with
the position of the Senate in its relationship
to the House of Representatives in respect
of money Bills, Therefore on the question
of the interpretation of money Billa and the
relationship between the two Houses, May's
Parliamentary Practice has become obso-
lete, and we have to turn to the recognised
interpretation of the Commonwealth Con-
stitution in order to see the true position.
That is found in Quick and Garran’s Anne-
tated Congtitution of Augtralia, In that
work it will be seen that the relationship
has materially altered as the result of the
amendment to our Constitution. And whilst
the Constitntion was amended by both
Houses, no change was effected in our
Standing Orders. The result is that our
Standing Orders interpreting money Bills is
altogether wrong. At present one Standing
Order states that included amongst moncy
Bills are Bills for imposing, altering, or re-
pealing any taz, duty or imposition. In the
amended Coustitution it is provided that 2
Bilt shall not be taken to appropriafe rev-
enue or moneys, or to impose taxntion, by
reason onky of its eontaining provisions for
the imposition or appropriation of fines or
other pecuniary penalties, or for the demand
nf payment or appropriation of fees for
licenses, or fees for registration or other
services under the Bill, So in the very inter-
pretation of a money Bill there is a marked
inaccuracy in the Standing Orders as they
are at present, The point cropped up only
last sesston. Whilst T was aeting as Deputy
President the question arose as to whether
or not a Bill was in order. Under our Stand-
ing Orders the Bil! was not in order, but
under the amended Constitution it was in
order. It is for the purpese of bringing
our Standing Orders into conformity with
our amended Constitution in respeet of
money Billa and’ in other respeets that T
move this mation. Apart altegether from
the all-important question of woney Bills,
other amendments in the Standing Orders
ought to be effected. They are not so much
amendments nas alterations that do Dot
change the meaning of the Standing Orders.
Mr, Lovekin was kind enough to indicate
some of these to me, but in addition there
are several thet I myself have noted in a
study of the Standing Orders. In the chapter
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of our Standing Orders dealing with seleet
committees, there is a Standing Order that
refers only te standing committees. That
Standing Order should be embodied in an-
other chapter, for at present it is out of
place and therefore is likely to be over-
looked, Then again, in another Standing
Order referring to motions not open to de-
bate, two motions are mentioned. But a
atudy of the Standing Ordera will show
that there ought to be included in that
Standing Order three or four additional
motions that are not open to debate, I
just mention these anomalies a3 some of
the reasons why an instruction ghould be
given to the SBtanding Orders Committee
to take into consideration the advisable-
ness of amending the Standing Orders,

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from 31st July.

The PRESIDENT: Before the debate is
resumed I should like to say it would be
only fair if members came with their
sjeeehes ready. We have been sitting near-
ly a fortnight, vet only four speeches have
been delivered. It ia a little hard that
eountry members should be brought long dis-
tances in order to hear only ona speech
a day.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [4.45]: X
desire to extend to Mr. Drew, the Leader of
the House, my since congratulations upon
his elevation omce more to that position,
Some members have had an opportunity
of sitting vwnder his leadership. When I
came into this House he had just gone out
of office, and Mr. Colebatch was Leader of
the House. I, therefore, had mo oppor-
tunity of judging the ecapabilities of Mr.
Drew as l.eader of the House. I am told
on all sides, however, by Mr. Holmes and
others, that nothing more could be desired
than the presence of that hon. gentleman
in the matter of courtesy and consideration
to mombers and the conduct of the business
of the House. I wish the Colonial Secre-
tary a very successful and happy session.
Mr. Hickey is an old friend of mine. Om
many occasions during the last session he
gave me great assistance. I am sure be will
worthily occupy the position of Honorary
Minister, do good work for Western Aus-
tralia, and help us in this House to eluei-
date many matters of importance to the
State. I am not in favour of Honorary
Ministers. It would be better if the Gov-
ernment appointed Constitutional Ministers,
if more Ministers are necessary, and I am
not sure that they are. If it be necessary
to have ezira Ministers, either here or in
another place, it wonld perhaps be well if
the Constitution were amended so that they
might be given full Cabinet rank.
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Hon. J. W. Kirwan: They should be made
Under Secretaries.

Hon. J. EWIXG: That would give them
more authority to act than they now pos-
sess, Although the three Honorary Ministers
now in the Government are excellent men,
and I have been pleased to wateh their
work and to notice how well they have dorne
it, T am not at all sure that it was necessary
to appoint them. 8o far ag their work
and their desire to assist in the develop-
ment of the State is concerned, I am
sure there i8 very little left to be
desired. On aecount of the absence of
the Mipister for Works it has been neces-
sary for the Government to give greater
authority to Mr. Cunningham, one of the
Honorary Ministers. This has been done to
ensure that the actiors taken by the Hon-
orary Minister during the absence of the
Minister shall have the full force of law.
‘Thia goes to show that although Honorary
Ministers may work bard, they always have
to refer to their chief for confirmation of
any of their actions. It would be better
in the interests of the State and of the
Honorary Ministers themselves, if they are
really necessary, to give them Cabinet rank,
gazette them as Constitutional Ministers,
and pay them the increased salary attached
to the higher position. To the new wmem-
bers of this Chamber I extend my congratu-
lations, and am pleased to welcome them
here. I am gure they will find the environ-
ment of the House to their liking. Al-
though some of them are opposed tn
this (hamher, they will find, as their know-
ledge of it increases, that it is one of the
most effective and best institutions for the
preservetion of the life and prosperity of
the people in Western Australia. T regret
that three members have fallen by the way.
You, Sir, and all of us will be sorry they
were unsuccessful at the last election. 1T
refer to Mr. Ardagh, Mr. Carrell, and Mr.
Mills,. There always exists a fecling of
comradeship amongst members of this
House that grows as they get to know
each other, whether thkey have the
same political thought or not. Whilat
we are pleagsed to weleome the new
members we all tegret that the old
members have dropped out. This is not
a noun-party House, but it iz one in
which we all gink our differences to a,great
extent. It i3 our custom to extend to the
Government in power and the Leader of the
House all the help that can be given to
them. I wounld ask that on all questions
class-consciousness should be lost sight of.
The Government may, of course, introduee
measures which some of us may congider
class measures, but the right thing to de
now is to try and cultivate a national con-
seignce, one that is not for class alone but
for the benefit of the citizens of the State.
On all questions that do not affect the
policy of a lifetime and my own political
thoughts of a lifetime, T shall be
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happy to asgist the Leader of the
Hounse. There will be ne carping

eriticism on my part, but T will do every-
thing to help him that is compatible with
the views I hold. T have found it necessary
to pive notice with reference to certain
questipns concerning the embargo on cattle.
I want the Miniater to be good enough
when angwering the questions to give the
House a résume of what has happened, so
that we may judge whether the Minister in
eharge of this work has dome what is
right. No doubt he has done what
he thinks i3 right, but there is a
danger in admitting tick-infested
cattle to the South-West. My reason
for mentioning the subjeet now is
that T have received a letter from fhe War-
ren Road Board eonveving an emphutie pro-
test against this action, and pointing out
that in many cases Kimberley cattle were
taken to the South-West through the aetion
of a previous Government, were dipped be-
forehand, and that notwithstanding the dip-
ping, one settler alone, Mr. Giblett, lost
something like £200 worth of cattle in a
short time. I have it on the uuthority of
the road board that the tick did not die
during the winter. T would, therefore, ask
the Minister to he good enough to make in-
quiries with a view to giving a statement
to the House, so that we may be assured
there iz no danger likely to follow the action
of the Minister, and that the welfare of the
beautiful herds in the South-West will not
be jeopardised. These herds comprise Ald-
erney and Jersey cattle. and it would he a
dreadful thing if ther became infected with
tick, If there be any danger, 1 hope the
Government will prevent cattle soing from
the Kimberlevs to the South-West., even
though that might make meat a little dearer
for the people there.

Hon. J. .J. Halmes: Was the poliey al-
tered by this Government?

Hon. J. EWING: TYes. A deputation
waited on the ex-Minister for Apriculture,
Mr. Maley, and he refused to remove the
emhargo, The present Minister for Agri-
culture. however, in reply to a depuvtation,
granted the request that eattle should be
sent there after dipping. T am anxious to
know whether anv cattle have gone from
the North-West to the South-West, and
whether there is anv likelihood of danger
aceriing to the herds there.

HAon. O, . Boxter: Are the ecattle dipred
haforehand?

Hon, J, EWING: Yes, When the em-
hareo wos raised some time ago for a little
while. the ecattle were dinped, and Mr.
Giblett suffered the loss T have spoken of.

Hen. Y. W. Kirwan: Are the cattle from
the North-West?

Hon, JJ. EWING:
Kimberley cattle.

Hon. .J. W. Kirwan: Cattle from South
Anstralia are not admited on the ftrans-
Auctralian railway.

T suppose they are

[COUNCIL,]

Hon. J. EWING: T naticed that. The
Minister, in his wisdom, has now allowed
cattle to go to the South-West, and I am
very alarmed about the result. If our
group settlements are to go ahead with their
dairying, we must avoid any possibility of
?rouhle. I fear we are runing into danger
in allowing these eattle to go to the South-
West.

Hon, .J. J. Holmes: They have heen going
there for years, exeept that there was an
imaginary line drawn, and this has npw
been extended.

Hon. J. EWING: [ will show Mr. Holmea
the communijcation I have received from the
road board, from which he will see T am
justified in referring to the matter. If he
had received a similar letter from his eon-
stituents, I am sure he would have felt it
his duty to de as I have done.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Ts it not a faet that
fick are not injuricus outside the malaria
country?

Hon, J. EWING: I do not know. The
tick lives through the winter in the South-
West, and that must constitute a danger.
T merely want to give the Minister the op-
portunity to make a statement to the House
at his eonvenience. I have read carefully the
Governor’s Speech. The present Government
have been in office only three months. The
acts of omission or commission during the
previous nine months of the Mitchell Ad-
ministration have been fully commented
upon in that Speech, It is gratify-
ing to read of the prosperity of the
Btate, the improved finances, the im-
proved position of the railways, the success
that has attended group and land settle-
ment; to read of the wheat yield and dairy-
ing, the a2bnormal advance in the timber
and pastoral industries, and the faet that
the water supply serviee initiated by the
previous Government is to be earried
through. The Speech is really an outline
o_f the work of the jrevious Administra-
tion. I am not taking up a position opposed
to the Government. They have not com-
mitted any act that ealls for eriticism, ex-
cept the one we discussed the other dav.
Tt is my dnts to place before the Houre
and the country semething of a statement
with regard to the old Administration.
There are some peaple who had no time
for the Mitchel Administration, Mr. Kir-
wan, in speaking the other day, said that
two of the preatest factors in the defeat
nf the Afitehell Government were M.
Holmes and Mr. Lovekin,

Hon. A, Lovekin: T deny that.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: T do not deny it, and
I do not regret it,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Their speeches were

auoted all over the country during the
¢lection campaipgn,
Hon. A. Lovekin: They killed them-

selves,
Hon, J. EWING: Mr. Lovekin objects to
the statement, but Mr. Holmes endorses it.
Hon, J. J. Holmes: T do not regret it,
and T do not think the country does.
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Hon. J. EWING: It is paying a great
compliment to those members to say that
they have bad so much influence in the
country. The late Government might well
say, ‘‘Save us from our friends.’’

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: They did good work.

Hon. J. EWIXNG: Mr. Kirwan can blame

himself,

Hon. J. W, Kirvan: Do not ecall it
‘‘btame.’’

Hon. J. EWING: The Minister knows

I am only speaking in a spirit of helpful-
ness, and with a desire that the Government
should make a success of their work. These
gentlemen who have dome so much in op-
position to the late Government are sup-
poged to be members of our own party, and
are our own familiar friends.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: To which party do
you belong?

Hon. J. EWING: That is Mr. Kirwan'’s
statement, Tf that is so, the influence of
these two members must have been wide
and far-rcaching.

Hon. G, W, Miles: Now we have a West-
ern Awnstralian Tahour Government, instead
of a South-West T.ahour Government. as we
had in the past. That is the only difference.

Hon. J. EWING: That is a distinction
without a difference.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Mv only ohjection
to the statement i3 that Mr. Kirwan does
not include himself. ’
hHon. A. Lovekin: He is too modest to do
that.

Hon, J. EWING: The Speech dealt par-
tienlarly with the Geraldton and Fremantle
harbours, and stated that it was hoped there
wonld be a first-class harbour provided
for Geraldton and that all that counld be
done for the Fremantle harbour would he
attended to. I am pleased to see that such
action is contemplated by the Government,
but I regret that no mention has been made
of barbour improvements at Bunbury.
Whatever action the Government may take
I trust it will be taken soon, and that no
- nonecessary delay will ocenr. T would
like to know what has been done with the
dredge that was bought and whether it will
be in operation at Bunbury at an early
date. I can assure the Minister that it ia
necessary that it should be sent there to
carry out imperative operations. Onmly one
new railway was mentioned in the Gover-
nor’s Speech, and that referred to the lin*
ing up of the Esperance northwards rail-
way with the main line that ferminates now
at Norseman. When the Bill to authorise
the eonstruetion of the railway comes be-
fore wvws, provided the Government will be
able to raiser the necessary money, I will
be in aceord with the proposal to constrnet
the line. When I fought my first election
some 20 vears ago, T opposed the rail-
wav strenuously. Since then the Esper-
ance northward line has been econ-
strueted and the main line extended to
Xorseman. T do not think it is advis
able to have a gap, and in the interests
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of the State and the land settlement that
we hope will take place in that part in th,
near future, it is necessary to construet the
line. The Government, therefore, can de-
pend upen my vote in that direction. Many
new Bills are foreshadowed in the Gover-
nor’s Speech, some of which may be coa-
troversial. I will reserve what I have to
say regarding those measures till they come
before us; we shall then be in a position to
judge whether the Bills are in aceordance
with justice and equity, according to our
political opinions. I wish to refer to one
matter before proceeding any further, and
it affecis Mr. Lovekin and, to a cer-

tain extent, the present Government. When
Mr, Colebatch was Leader of the
House, an  Arbitration Act Amend-

ment Bill was brought before the Chamber
and [ think it was defeatcd on the ques-
tion of the presidency of the Arbitration
Court, B8ince then everyone interested in
industrial matters has referred to the court
as heing congested. The Government, ac-
cording to the Governor’s Speech, havs
deemed it advisable to introduce a Bill to
amend the Arbitration Aet. The Mitchell
Government saw what was necessary, and as
they were anxious for all the infermation
possible to be obtained to enable whatever
Government might be in power in the
future to frame a Bill worthy of the con-
sideration of hon, members, they appointed
a Royal Commission comprising Mr. Walsh,
who was appointed chairman, Mr. Love-
kin and Mr. MeCallum, who is now the
Minister for Works.

Hon. J, Cornell: This House appointed
a Royal Commission 12 months ago but the
then Government would not allow it to
function.

Hon. J. EWING: I am sure that the
members of the Commission were anxious
to do their best for Western Australia re-
specting industrial matters, and the then
Premier, Sir James Mitchell, expressed
the wish that they should go to the Bastern
States to colleect up-to-date information as
to what was being dome in other parts of
the Commonwealth. The Commission held
a preliminary meeting, all members being
present. It was mentioned that the Com-
mission would go to the Eastern States and
collect the information 1 have referred to.
I was Minister in charge of arbitration
matters at that time and knew what was
going on,

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is quite wrong.
Nothing was decided on that question at
all.

Hon. J. EWING: T ain informed that
the question was disecussed at the prelimin-
arv meeting and agreed to.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Nol

Hon. J. EWING: Tt was also agreed
that a member of the ‘‘Hansard’’ staft
should proeceed with the Commission fo Act
as reporter and to attend to secretarial
matters as well.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is not correct,
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Hon. J. EWINUG: The elections were
due and it was then problematical as to
whether the Mitchell Government would re-
main ir power. There was also some doul:t
regarding the position of Mr. McCallum
owing to his prominence in the Labour
muvement, and it was thought that he
would probably be a Minister of the Crown
it tlie Labour Party were returned to power.
In that event it was recognised that it
would be impossible for Alr. MeCallum to
pet away with the Commission. After the
electon theve was no guestion about it, as
Mr. 3McCallun could not proceed to the
Euwstern States, Bad Labour not sus-
ceelled he would have been one of the first
to proceed to the Eastern States,

Hon. A. Lovekin: XNothing bad Dbeen
decided.

Hon. J. EWING: I make the definite
statement that I am sure Mr. MeCallu
would have been in the Eastern States
long before this to get that information in
the interests of Western Australia. At the
meeting I referred to, Mr. Lovekin said he
would be prepared to go to the Eastern
States and if he were not opposed on nom-
ination dny, the 17th April, he would catch
the train that night in order to asgist in
the collection of that information.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No, no!

Hon, J, EWING: That is the informa-
tion I have. The hon, member can combat
it when he has his opportunity. I want the
position eleared up. The fact remains that
Mr. MeCallum could not proceed fo the
Eastern States after the election, but Mr.
Lovekin said he would go. It is within my
knowledge that Mr. Lovekin was of the
opinion that all the necessary information
regarding  arbitration matters could have
heen ohtained in Western Australia.  The
clear evidence of the files and of the Chair-
man of the Commission goes tn show that
it was mot possible to deal with this ques-
tion unless the Commission went to the
Eastern States. When the Leader of the
House, in answer to a question at the last
sitting of the House, said that the Royal
Commission had eost £163 14s. 7d.,, Mr.
Lovekin said that that had arll been done
behind the back of the Commission, and
that the expenditure should never have been
incurred.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is so.

Hon., J. EWING: The hon. member
knew of this intention and discussed the
matter with his eolleagues on the Royal
Commission, and he agreed to go to the
Eastern States,

Hon. A, Lovekin: I deny that.

The President: Order, order!

Hon. J. EWING: He agreed to go to
the Fastern States, and went so far as to
sav that if he were not opposed he would
proceed at once,

Hon. A. Lovekin: No.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The hon, member
denies that he agreed to do sol

Hon. A. Lovekin: You are misinterpret-
ing the whole husiness,

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
will have an oppertunity of replying later
on,

Hon, J. EWING: If the hon. member
denies that, T will have to accept his state-
ment.

Hon. A, Lovekin: I say vou are mis-
representing the position,

Hon. .. EWING: I think I amn in order
in making the stutenent,

The PRESIDENT: You have a right to
put your views before hon. members.

Hon. J. EWING: At any rate, the files
came before me as Minister controlling
arbiiration matters and that is what they
showedl. Later, Mr. Walsh went with my
full consent and with the full consent of
Cabinet,

Hon. A. Lovekin: What right bad Cab-
inet to go bebind the backs of the Com-
migsion?

Hon, J. EWING: The hon. member may
have some point in that question, but
Cabinet were given to unnderstand that it
was the wish of the Royal Commission to
go to the Eastern States. Mr. Walsh went
there and Mr. Lovekin says now that he
was not aware that Mr. Walsh was going,
Mr. Walsh wrote him a letter on the subject,
a copy of which I have.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What is the date of
the letter?

Hon. J. EWING: The 4th April.

Hon. 3. W. Miles: That is the day
before he left.

Hon. A. Lovekin: T got it on the morn-
ing of the day he sailed.

Hon. J. EWING: It was decided that he
sitonld pu to the Eastern States and the
Government thought Mr. Walsh should go
to pave the way of the other members of
the Commission,

Hon. A. Lovekin: He telephoned me on
the Friday night to say that he wanted to
sec me about his going away next morn-
ing. T receivel the letter vou refer to
when I got to the office on the Saturday
morniog.

Hon. J. EWING: At any rate this is
the letter:—

As yon are aware I will be leaving
for the Eastern States to-morrow at noon
in connection with industrial matters
affecting the Commission. I do mnot
propose taking any evidence in the
Eastern States unless another member
of the Commission iz present, but the
information I ean acquire by inquiring
irto the working of the various Acts
relating to industrial matters will be of
inestimable value to me as Chairman of
this Commission, and to the Government
in my capacity as Industrial Registrar,

Tf the Government had not sent him
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Hon. A. Lovekin: What right bad the
Goveroment to do that?

Hon. J. EWING: It was in the best
interests of the country, and I trust that
the evidenee gathered by Mr. Walsh will
be available to prasent Ministers, I would
like to add that when Mr. Walsh was
appreached by the Government to take
the chairmanship of the Commission be
did not wish to aceept it, .

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why not make a elean
breast of it and say why Mr. Walsh
wanted to go to the Eastern Btates?

Hon. J. EWING: I do not know any-
thing abeut that. I know only that
Cabinet decided this question and decided
that in the interests of the Government
in the preparation of an Arbitration Aet
Amendment Bill, Mr. Walsh should go to
the Eastern States.

Hon. A. Lovekin: After you appointed
the Commigsion!

Hon. J. EWING: Perhaps so.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: After the Government
appointesd the Commission and handed the
matter over to them!

Hon. I, EWING: At first Mr. Walsh re-
fused to accept the chairmanship, but the
then Premier persuaded him to act, as the
Government wanted a man who wounld be
independent of both sides and a man who
bad a great knowledge of industrial
matters,

Hon. A, Lovekin: Why was it not left
to the Clommissiont

Hon. J. EWING: The Government
arrived at that decision.

Hon, J. Cornell: Did not Mr, Walsh, as
Chairman of the Commission, ¢claim that
he shonld ge to the Eastern States?

Hon. J, EWING: It has been said that
Mr. Walsh chased this position and that
he wanted to go to the Eastern States.
That was not so. The Goverament decided
that he should do so.

Hon. .J. Cornell: On whoge initiative
was that decision arrived at? That of the
Government or of Mr. Walsh?

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Walsh was of
opinion that the Commission shonld go to
the Eastern Sfates,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Mr. MeCallom will not
endorse vour statement.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let the hon.
member make his apeech.

Hon. J. EWIXG: This i3 an important
point. I wish it to be cleared up. I do
not want Mr. Walsh to be under any
cloud regarding this question. He actedl
in the best interesta of the State. I be-
lieve the present Minister for Works will
endorse my statement when I say that
Mr. Walsh did his work thoroughly. He
interviewed every President of the Arbi-
tration Courts in the Eastern States and
collated information that will he of im-
mense advantage to the present Govern-
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ment in framing their Arbitration Act
Amendment Bill.

Hon, J. Duffell: He has not sent in any
report.

Hon. .J, EWING: The Commission could
not send in any report, because it was
dissolved by the preseat Government, who
recalled Mr. Walsh from the Eastern
8States. A report on the work dome hv
him is8 in the hands of the present Min-
ister for Works, and T am given to under-
stand that that report is a very good onme,
and containe a lot of imformation that
will be invaluable to the new Govern-
ment.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You have read =a
letter from Mr, Walsh sent to me; will
you read the one dated the 24th May
nddressed to Mr, McCallum or to myself#

The PREBIDENT : The hom. member
will have an opportunity of reading that
himself when he replies.

Hon. J. EWING: I have the letter re-
ferred to. That was sent by Mr, Walsh
when le returned from the Eastern States

Hon. A. Lovekin: No, the wire he sent (o
me and the reply I sent to him.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member took
great exception to Mr. Walsh having heen
over theve, and this is the reply Mr. Walsh
pent him—

Your leftergram dated 28th wult. ad-
dressed to me at Melbonrne was handed to
nie on my arrival in Perth, having been
returned undelivered. If you will refer
to my telegram sent to you from Sydney,
you will find I requested you to address
your reply to me care of the Department
of Labeur, Bydney. In the firat place, I
may state that my visit to the Eastern
States was decided on by Cabinet.
Hon. A. Lovekin: There you are!

you want to say we decided it.

Hon. J. EWING: There was no such
thing as going behind the back of the
Commigsion ; thexe was nothing further from
the thoughts of the late Government. I
intended to ask Cabinet to allow Mr. Walsh
to go to the Eastern States, irrespective
of whether a Commission was appointed, in
order that we might have the benefit of
his experience when framing our legislation.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You will ace that we
did net decide it.

Hon, Y. EWING: The letter continues—

As far as T was personally concerned it
wouldl have been wutterly futile for the
Commigsion to have continued without my
having visited the Eastern &States. In
view of their long and varied experience
of arbitration and the elaborate systems
that have been built up there as the re-
sult of that experience, those States were
naturally the places to go to for informa-
tion,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Does that show that we
asked him to go?

Ton. J. EWING: The letter continues—

The snggestion that the game results could

have been as economieally attained by

XNow
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bringing the necessary witnesses to West-
ern Australia was obviously impractic.
able. Each State has a different indus-
trial system, and your proposal wonld
have necesgitated bringing a large num-
ber of public officers from every State,
none of whom could have been spared
from their duties. Wken I tell you that
I have interviewed the President of the
Arbitration Court, the Under Secretary
for Labour, the Indusirial Registrar of
each State, to say nothing of numerous
chairmen of wages boards and other in-
dividuals who have had a long and varied
cxperience of industrial matters, and ob-
tained most valuable information, you will
realise how utterly impracticable was
your suggestion that such infomation
could have been secored in Western Aus-
tralia. T have studied industrial legis-
lation probably more than anyone else in
Western Australia, but this trip has been
an education te me, owing to the excep-
tional facilities afforded to me for getting
information,

Hon. A, Lovekin: And that with a Com-
misggion existingl

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Lovekin proféssed
to be surprised when the Leader of the
House told us that the expenditure on the
trip had been £163 17s. 4d., but the hon.
member kpew that Mr. Walsh was going to
the Eastern States,

Hon. A, Lovekin: I knew he was going,
‘ }:aut I Qi@ not expect the expenmditure to be

160,

Hon. J. EWING: The information in my
possession is that at a preliminary meeting
of the Commission it was decided to visit
the Eastern States. This being so, why
should Mr. Lovekin manifest surprise at the
expenditure and charge the then Govern-
ment with having gone bebind the back of
the Commisgion?

Hon. A. Lovekin: Because it was & very
large eum for what was done.

Hon. J, EWING: I do not know whether
the Colonial SBecretary has had an oppor-
tunity o read Mr. Walsh’s report and see
what was dome, but if the report were
laid on the Table of the House, members
would c¢onclude that the expenditure had
been relatively small

Hon. J. Cornell: My. Walsh's trip to the
Eastern States did not cost £160. There
were some charges here.

Hon. J. EWING: I do not suppose it
cost all that for Mr. Walsh to go East. A
‘‘Hansard ’* reporter was gent as secretary,
which in itself was evidence of the economy
the Government had in view. I mention
this to elucidate the position and make
clear that T did not in any way act behind
the back of the Commission. Neither did
the Government.

Hon. A. Lovekin: T was showing that he
did the work of the Commission.

Hon. J. EWING: No, he distinetly stated
in the Jetter I have already quoted that he
was not going to take any evidence and
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that he was expecting Mr. Lovekin and
Mr. McCallum to join him efter the elec-
tions.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: He said in his letter
that he had been sent by Cabinet.

Hon, J. EWING: Cabinet agreed to his
going. That is not the poeint.

Hon. J, J. Holmes: It is the point.

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Lovekin knows
that the question of visiting the Xastern
States was discussed. Had the elections re-
sulted otherwise, the present Minister for
Works would have be¢n one to go to the
Eastern States in order to gather the best
possible information.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No.

Hon. J, EWING: I am sure he would
have gone. Mr. Lovekin must not think he
knows everything, Mr. McCallum would
have gone to the Eastern States and he
would have gathered information of great
value to the State. Mr. Lovekin himself had
arranged to go if he were mnot opposed at
the election. Therefore no exception ¢an be
taken to Mr. Walsh’s visit; on the other
hand credit must be given to Mr, Walsh for
the work he did. Mr. Holmes, when speak-
ing the other day, said the erux of govern-
ment was finance; if the finan¢ial position
of the State were good, then all was well
with the people.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is said of all Gov-
ernments.

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Holmes added that
therec had not been any sane Govarnment
pince the Wilson regime. T do not give
place to anyone in my admiration for the
late Frank Wilson, but for the hon. member
to say there has been no sane Government
since that gentleman’s time is quite wrong.
He cannot support hig statement.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Look at the deficit.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member went
on to say that the finanees had reached a
disastrous state.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Everybody knows it.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member made
a very pessimistie speech, a speech that will
not do the State any good. It is net in the
intercsts of the State to speak as the hon.
member did. It is our duty to tel) the truth.
The bon, member said he was going to tell
the troth,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Didn't 1%

Hon. J. EWING: I will not say the hon.
member did not, but he certainly did not
enlarge upon it, The hon. memher szid our
finanees were in a hazardons and parlous
condition and were going from bad to worse
year by year. Yet all he told us by way of
actual fact about the financial position was
that the State was paying £1,000 a day i1n-
terest on the defieit. That was the sum
total of his statement. Why did not the
hon, member go further and tell us the real
position, so that memters counld judee
whether the State was really going to the
dogs? The hon. member i3 a successful man
in business and shovld speak with a sense
of responsibilits. The Colonial Secretary
has to be careful of his utterances and no
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less a responsibility devolves upon members
gencraflly.,  That responsibility should be
appreciated more, not only by the hon.
member but by other members, when they
eriticise the actions of the Governmeat. If
I were ¢riticising the Government I woulil
endeavour to point out not only the wrongs
they had done but also the good things they
ha:t achieved, just as Mr. Kirwan did the
other night when he sang his prans of
praise of the Mitchell Government.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Very qualified
praise! I was looking for something in
their favour,

Hon, J, EWING: It is well known to
Mr, Holmes and others who study the finan-
cial position that interest and sinking fund
are paid monthly from revenue.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: We know that the
last fifteen million pounds borrowed has
paid no sinking fund at all.

Hon, J. EWING: For that money sink-
ing tund will have to be found in four
Yyears’ time and provision for it will then
be made out of the inereased prosperity
that the State will be enjoying. So long
as revenue and expenditure meet after the
payment of interest and sinking fund, the
State may be said to be in a good position.
If T can show that this Las been almost
attained by the work and efforts of the late
Administration, it will contradict anything
said by Mr. Holmes. No doubi Mr, Holmes
made what he believed to be a true state-
ment,

Hon, J. J. Holmes: I quoted from the
official records and from the Auditeor Gen-
eral’s report. What more do you want?

Hon. J, EWING: I feel that a responsi-
bility rests upon me to show that the Cov-
ernment of which I was a member for a
short period did well. I can ouly hope that
the present Government will do as well,
The true position is that ever since Fed-
eration, the State has had only four
credit  balances, Ou  various occasions
the ledger has almost bhalaneed. The
‘deficit atarted with the previous Labour
Administration, eontinued during the re-
gime of the {wo National Governments and
went from bad to worse. There is no neces-
sity for me to say why that was fo. Every
member knows that it happened in aimost
every country in the world, The Mitchell
Government, by most careful administration
—I hardly expect Mr, Holmes to agree with
that—and by a poliey of progress and de-
velopment, greatly changed the aspeet of
affairs, The improved position is shown on
every hand.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
Kirwan said.

Hon, J, EWING: The fart that the out-
going Government left the finances in such
a good position should be satisfactory to
the Colonial Seeretary, He will find that
the position when the Mitchell Government
left office was greatlv to their eredit.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Wait till they put their
hands into their pockets to get some money.

Hon. J. EWING: There have been deficits
all through the Labonr regime and other

That is what Mr.
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regimes, The high-water wark in the way
ol deficits was reached in 1921, wbhen the
shortape amounted to £732,135, the highest
known in Western Australia, That oecurred
just midway in the life of the Mitchell Ad-
winistration, and just at that time Sir
James Mitehell ivitiated his  wonderful
group settlement scheme. The effects of
that scheme were felt so quickly that at the
end of the next financial year the deficit
was reduced to £405,364, a reduction in
twelve months of no less than £356,771.

Hon., J. J. Holmes: And there has been
no production at the group settlements.

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Holmes has not
placed the f£inancial position before the
country. L am doing s0 now, as I think,
fairly and truthfully and in the way Mr.
Holmes desires. Will Mr. Holmes or any
other member say that a reduction of
£356,000 is not a great achievement?

Hon. €. ¥. Baxter: If it was effected
out of production, yes; but not it it was
effected out of lean.

Hon. J. EWING: I will carry the matter
pmuch further. The deficit for 1923-24 was
estimated to be about £3%8,000, Instead of
reaching that figure, it stood at £229,1538,

Hen. C. I, Baxter: What was the ex-
penditure of loan money in that year!?

Hon, J. EWING: Just as much as usual,
nearly three millions.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Compared with the
previous finanecial year, there was a redue-
tion of £176,000 in the defieit, but you vul-
lected £658,000 more than you collected in
the previgus year.

Hoo. J. EWING: That is so. When
revenue and expenditure meet after interest
and sinking fund have been paid from rev-
cnue every month, it must be admittel that
good work has heen done. Mr. Holmes said
that the improvement in 1923-4 was
£176,206.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: T said it was £176,193.

Hon. J. EWING: We will not quarrel
about a few pounds. The improvement in
the years 1922.23 and 1923-24 was £302,977.
Mr. Kirwan, speaking here recently, was
good enough to give ceredit to the late (inv-
ernment for that faet. Tt is the fir-t time
I have ever heard the hon. member give the
Mitchell Administration eredit for anvthing.

Hou. J. W, Kirwan: Tt is ahout the only
thing for which they ran get credit.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: Mr. Kirwan
spenking good of the dead.

Hon, J. EWING: Tt is all very woll to
talk ahout these things when the mischief
has heen dane, or what appears to me t3 he
mischief, But last year, when therr was
an improvement of £326,000, as a proot of
what the Mitehell Government were doinyg,
Mr. Kirwan did not tell the House shout
that. Tad he done so, it might have helped
ns in the general clection.  Parther, Mr.
Holmes and Mr. Tovekin never adwmitted
these things,

Hon. A, Lovekin: One cannot admit rhat
does not exist.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: T made some re-
marks about the sinking fund in the same

was
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connection, and the other day the late Pre-
mier admitted that I was quite right.

Hen, J, EWING: The bhon. member was
lucky to get Sir James Mitchell to admit
anything like that. However, I am glad
Mr. Kirwan now sees seme virtue in the
late Government, Had he done so a jyear
oF two earlier, we might bave benefited by
the utterances of so rerpected an authority,
The hon, member might have said two or
three years age, ‘‘ The Mitchell Govermnent
are doing some good; they are reducing the
deficit,”’ But he waits until the Mitchell
{iovernment are out of power, and then
evmes along saying, ‘‘ They have done won-
derful work; they have reduced the defivit
Ly £502,000: we have to thank them for
that.””’

Hon, J. W. Kirwan:
the sort.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Will Mr,
us how it has heen done!?
want to get at.

Hon, J. EWING: The explanation is ap-
parent to every hon. member. The cause
was the progressive developmental policy
of the late Government, If the hon, mem-
ber wants me to do so, I will add, the ex-
penditure ot loun money, by which people
have heen settled on the land, and properly
settled, with the reanlt that they are en-
abled to make good. The Mitchell Govern-
ment s expenditnre of loan moneys, more-
over, was not much greater than that of
ainy other Administration. There js this
difference: a previous Labour Government
spent loan money on State enterprises which
to-day are lusing propositions, but the late
Government built up a settlement on the

[ said nothing of
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land whieh will last for all time. That is
a very different proposition. The defieit
for the last financial year was some

229,000, That is very close to the mark.
When we remember that sinking fund is
paid out of revenue every month, and that
the sinking fund amounts to about £220,000
annually, we realise that we are very close
to living within our means. Tt is only ow-
ing to the fact of the sinking fund being
paid meonthly and no eredit pgiven for it,
that Western Australia has a deficit.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: On the last 15 mil.
lions of money raised there is no sinking
fund as yet.

Hon. 4. EWING: By the time sinking
fund is required on those loans, the country
should be in an excellent position owing
to people coming in and doveloping our
lands; and then there shonld be no diffieulty
in providing the nadditianal sinking fund.
For the last three months of 1822.23 the
exceesa of revenue over expenditure was
€162,000.  But., rather peruliarly, for the
Iast three months of 1923-24 the excess of
revenze over expenditure was £146,910,
or £15.090 Jess than tlhe excess for the
previons year, If preater energy had been
displayed in eollecting money doring the
last three months of the finaneial year just
vlosed, them, instead of the deficit heing
£229,000, it would have bheen lesa than
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£160,000. OFf course this will be reflected
during the current finanvial year, when all
the money is got in.

Hon, J. J. Helmes:; Tt is not reflected in
the July returns,

Hon. J. EWING: I admit that, How-
ever, I am stating the facts s0 far us I am
concertied. The Leader of the House will
realise the )osition, and perhaps he will
explain it to me.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You colleeted the
money all right, because you get £100,n00
nigre ineomie tix that year than you got
the year before.

Hon. J. EWING: I want Mr, Holmes
and other eriticy, some of them outside this
Chamler, to tell me whether that is not
a fair and impartinl statement of the fin-
aneial position.

The PRERIDENT: Thke hon. member is
quife out of order in asking other members
to reply to questions,

Hon. J. EWING: 1 am asking the Leader
of the House whether he will give due con-
siflerntion to the remarks T have made, and,
if bhe finds any fault or error in them,
whether he will take an opportunity of in-
forming the House in the way he thinks
right to do so. I do not wish to ask any
hon, member to speak. With the finances
in their present position as regards the de-
fieit, and with {he continuance of a devel-
opmental policy, T lelieve that at the end
of the current financinl year the Leader of
the House will have the pleasure and great
privilege of announcing to us that the bal-
ance has struck true. I hepe it may prove
s0. There is cverything to suggest that it
will he so, and there is nothing to be laid
at the door of the late Government as re-
pards their efforts to attain that end. I
saw it stated in a report of remarks made
by Ministers since taking office that thers
was no money in the Treasory when they
assumed the reins, no money at all, How-
ever, 1 have here a atatement sigmned hy
the Under Treasvrer showing the financial
situation as it was when the Mitehell Gov-
ernment went out of office. T will not weary
the House by reading the whole statement,
but will quote from it the cash position on
the 31st March, 1924. The Under T'reas-
urer writes:—

General: Commonwealth Bank £543,098,
Eastern States £205.647, London Cash
£42078, FLoan to Vietorian Government
to 30th  April, 1924, £500.000, T.nan
moneys available here from Commonwealth
Government 35th April, 1924, £100.000,
15th Maw, 1924, £100,000, 15th .Tune,
1024, £100,000, Roldier settlement zcheme
£250,000; total £1,840,813—Savings Bank.
Commonwealth Bank £%,834, fixed deprsit
Commonwenlth Bank €66,666, depn<it
Westrrn Australian Bank £175.000, war
aratnity bonds to he cashed 3ist May,
1924, £18,807: total £268487. On ihe
general account this provides £1,208,755
in Australia. Tn addition war gratuity
bonds nmonnting to £155.307 are being
cashed in Terth on 31st May next, and a



similar amount i3 being advanced to the

trustees of our Sinking Funds in Loadon.
I think T have made the matter fairly plain.

Hon, A, Lovekin: There was three
months’ intereat due.

Hon. J. EWIN(G: The position which
obtained when the Mitchell Administration
went out of power was as I have quoted
from the Under Treasurer’s minute, and
to say that there was no money in the Treas-
ury is not quite correct,

Hon. A, Lovekin: That money was hypo-
thecated.

Hon. J. EWING: TIf that money was not
available, the Under Treasurer did not give
the Mitehell Administration the true figrures.
The present Treasurer can easily find out
whether that was so or not. The most im-
portant factor in politics at present is the
Federal Loan Couneil. I make no apology
for referring to the Loan Council, becanse
it vitally concerns the people of West-
ern  Ausfralin. Ever since Federation,
‘Western Australia has been in a slough of
despond, and things have heen going from
bad to worse, and we have not seemed to
know where we were, with the Federal Gov-
ernment encroaching on every side.

Hon. .J. .J. Holmes: Did you say we were
going from bad to worse?

Hon, J. EWING: As repards the Pedcral
relationship T say the position is even worse
now than it was last year. The situation
relatively to the Commonwealth is most vn-
desirable. The Federal Lean Canncil is to
limit borrowing. On that subjeet T need
quote only a few words of onr present Pre-
mier, Mr. Collier, when he was considering
his position, and when he did not know
where he was getting his money from.

Hon. A. Lovekin: He has just told us
that he has plenty of money.

Hon. J. EWING: T am talking aboat
the money he says he requires for grou
settlements and development generally, ]E{g
said that he wanted three or four milliona
more, perhaps five or gix millions more 10
properly earry ont the State’s policy.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: It is the policy of
the previons Government that he is earrying
cut.

Hon. .J. EWINX(G: The Premier seid he
did not believe in the limitation of borrow-
ing becanse it was taking away the sovereign
rights of the State; the Federal Loan (Coun-
cil declared that only so muoch should be
horrowed in Australin. I congratulate the
Premier on the stand he has taken and T
hope he has had apportioned to him enough
money to see him through. But that is not
the point.

Hon. T. Cornell: The State’s sovereign
rights were not token away by the Loan
Couneil; you have surrendered them under
the agreement.

Hon. J. EWIXG: I thank the hon. mem-
ber for the interjection. T ask the Colunial
Secretary to inform us whether the Govern-
ment are going to allow the Commonwealth
to set the paee for us 3o far as loans are
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concerned. Tf the Commonwealth do that
we shall not know where we are,

Hon. A, Lovekin: We eannot get any-
thing in any other way.

Hon, J. EWING: The hon, member is
pessimistic. The Premier said that if we
agreed to the proposals of the Loan Couancil
we would be giving away the sovereign
rights of Western Australia. He has, how-
ever, notified the Press that he has uagreed
to the Loan Council’s sugpgestions.

Hon. A. Lovekin: He cannot belp him-
self.

Hon, J. EWING: I desire to know
whether he has given way & far as ihe
limitation of borrowing is concerned.
g0, I ean onlv express regret that he found
it necessary to do so. At all hazards he
should have stood ouwt against a poliey of
that kind.

Hon, A.
condition.

Hon. J. EWING: The Loan Council has
heen estoblished practically in the interests
of the Rastern Sintes. They get a far
greater proportion of money than they are
entitled to receive. They always did get
greater consideration. 1 am sorry if the
Premier has given way, beeause by deing
so he has weakened his position, Suppose
for the sake of argument that.exchange im-
proved—and we have reason to hoepe for
something to come from the Reparations
Conferenee, if a decision is come to by which
the position in England and on the Con-
tinent is improved—it would then be a iffi-
enlt position for the Treasurer to he in to
find that he was tied down to the conditiona
jmposed by the Federal Loan Ceuncil. Ig is
quite on the cards that in a reasonable time
exchange will improvo, and in that cvent it
will again be possible to go on the London
market, DBut if the Treasurer has agl_'eed
to the limitation of borrowing, he has given
away something that is of vital importance
to the State. That kind of thing iy work-
ing in one direction, a direction that T and
practieally every member except the Labour
members have combated, namely, towards
nnifieation.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
Angwin?

Hon. J. EWING: He has alwas been
more liberal thnn the others. We shall be
reduced to the position of a mendicant State
if we have to go o the Commonwealth for
authority to do this and to do that.

Hon, J. Cornell: The Loan Counecil pro-
vides that money shall be borrowed in Aus-
tralia,

Hon. J. EWING: Tn which case the
Loan Conneil shonld borrow what mouney
it ean and then divide it fairly. In aurce-
ing to that course the Premier acted wisely,
but if he has apreed to the curtailment of
the right to borrow outside, he has given
away something that will act detrimentally
to the State. If we pet into the hands of
the Federal Government to the extent of
their controlling onr financial position, we

Lovekin: They made that a

What about Mr,
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shall have drifted into the position of a
glorified municipality.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It is time something
was done; our interest bill went up £250,000
last year; it is time someone put the peg
in.

Hon, J. EWIXG: T wish to refer to the
railways, Tt will be admitted that the rail-
waya of the State have done wonderfully
well of late years. In 1920 the loss
amounted to £390,000, in 1821 it was
£418,000, in 1922 it was reduced to £251,000,
in 1923 it was farther reduced to £62,000,
while this year, aceording to the Commis-
sioer '8 figures, there has .heen a profit of
£142,391, and, after allowing for sinking
fund, the net profit comes to £21,391, IHon.
members will agree that this is a splendid
achievement for the Railway Department.

Hon. A. Lovekin: What about the statu-
tory sinking fund? Has that been paid?

Hon. J. EWING: Of course. On every
shilling that has heen borrowel interest
and sinking fund have been provided,

though perhaps the sinking fund has not
been debited against the railways. Sink-
ing fued and interest must be paid on all
borrowed money.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: How much money
has been paid out of loan towards group
settlements, for instance?

Hon. J. EWING: 1 am dealing with the
railways at the present moment.

Hon. J, J. Holmes: How much of that
loan money has found its way into railway
revenue?

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member is
raigsing a question that it is impessible to
answer. The railways have certain interest
and ginking fund to pay, and certain work
to perform. If that work is performed
properly and a profit is shown, it is a good
thing for the State. The Governor’s Speech
states this with reference to the railways:

The gross surplus last year was £882,-
314, leaving, after provision hy the Treas-
ury of interest (£787,000) and sinking
fund (£126,000), a shortage of £36,486.

The present Treasurer, in considering the
position, thought it fair to charge the Rail-
way Department with sinking fund amount-
ing to £126,000, and in that way showed a
deficit on the year’s working of £30,486,

Hon. T. Nigbolson: That has always been
done in previous years.

Hon. J. EWING: It bas never heen done
lefore. From the time Sir John Forrest
wns im power up to the present period, the
railways have never been debited with sink-
ing fond.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Or depreciation.

Hon, J. EWING: What is the other side
of the picture? The surplus earnings
amounted to £929,391, and the interest to
£787,000, a profit thus being shown of
£142,000. Even if the ginking fund be
taken from that tetal, there still remains
a profit of £21,391, In looking up the Com-
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missioner 's report I find that this is what be
states in regard to the position:—

When comparing the figures as pub-
lished by the Treasury in respect to rail-
way finances and those in paragraphs 3,
4, and 3 of this report, it will be noticed
that there is a difference between both the
earnings and working expenses. The
Treasury figures represent the actual cash
eolleeted and the actual cagh paid out,
being the equivalent of the bank pass
book so far as the railways are concerned.
The commercial figures (i, those given
in paragraph 3) inelude the whole of the
railway transactions, and are compiled
in a similar manner to any private busi-
ness undertaking, ie., the whole of the
earninys are taken into account, even
though portion of sueh earninge may be
uncolleeted at the end of the period.
Bimilarly, in the working expenses the
whole of the liabilitics—whether paid or
not—are shown. Also included in the
earnings iz an amount of £38,673, the
coat of scrviees rendered for Parliamen-
tary and other services which were per-
formed under iastructiong received frem
the Government, and for whick no eash
has been rceeived. Of eourse, if the Treas-
ury had paid for such services, the State
finances would not have been affected, so
that from the State point of view it is
immaterial whether the Treasury gives the
Rajlway Department a credit therefor or
not,

Hon. members will thus see how the position
is arrived at. In all fairness to the Commis-
gioner, when services are rendered to the
Government, eredit should be given for those
services, 1If the Commissioner gets that
eredit, the position will be altered from
that which is set out in the Governor’a
Speech to what I have stated, Tnstead of
there heing a deficit as stated there will
be a profit of £142000, and if sinking fund
is dedueted, the profit will be £21,381,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Commissioner
shonld get credit on account of the price
he pays for Collie coal,

Hon. J. EWING: T am looking forward
to the day when the cost of that commeodity
will be reduced. The essence of good gov-
ernment is low freighta.

IHon. J. W, Kirwan: Does Collie coa) tend
to low freights?

Hop, J. EWING: I did not say that.
The hon. member seems to think that Collie
conl is carried at too low a freight.

ITan, .1, .1, Holmes: Or iz it that the price
paid for it by the Commissioner is tno
high?

Hon, J. EWING: I do not think so. Those
beilding up the industry in Collie are doing
very good work, and are asking for the coal
only its legitimate value, based on the price
of coal from the Eastern States. I should
like to know whether it iz the policy of the
Govermment to charge the railways that
sinking fund always, If it is to be dome
now, those who do not consider the question
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carefully will be apt to think that our
railways are not doing as well ag they really
are. The comparison with other years would
not be fair, because the returns for other
years make no provision for sinking fund.
It would be wiser to stick to the old form,
and let us see exactly how the railways have
done as compared with other years; then
the position will he mueh more valuable to
the Government and to the State. I am
very pleased with paragraph 3 of the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, in which it is declared that
Ministers regard the group settlements as of
paramount importance.

Han. J. J. Holmes: They say also that
they are going to appoint a Royal Commis-
gion to inquire into group settlement,

Hon. J. EWING: That is the epirit I
expected the Government to evinece. While
Sir James Mitchell was in power members
of the Labour party gave him great assist-
ance in group settlement. Mr. Angwin tra-
velled with him on many occasione. [t was
almost like coming events casting their
shadows before.

Hon, C. F, Baxter: He was acting as the
Premier’s lieutenant for a long time,

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Angwin, as Minia-
ter for Lands and for Group Settlement, is
giving excellent work to the State. He has
gone into things from the beginning, and
it is pleasing to ©note that not
once .gince he has been Minister has he
spoken a disparaging word about group
sottlement. It is pratifying for the
late Government to know that it is Mr.
Apgwin who is earrying on that work and
that the present Gavernment propose to go
right along with group settlement. | hope
they will got the finanecial aid they expeet,
and so will be able to continue the group
scttlement poliey.

Hon. C. P. Baxter: Was there a policy?
If so, it has not yet been discovered.

Hou. J. EWING: FPFancy asking such a
question!  The development of the wheat
belt is dne te Sir James Mitchell. When
the State was in a parlous position Sir
James Mitehell pushed the interests of
settlement in the wheat areas. That it has
been suecessful is evidenced in the fact that,
last year, we had an 18,000,000 bushel crop
and, according to the Bpeech, we are to have
a 20,000,000 bushel crop this year.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Don’t we all give Sir
James Mitchell credit for that?

Hon, A, J. H. Saw: He had very hard
erities at the time.

Hon. J, EWING: Yes, that is so. His
only slesire was tv repeat the work he had
done on the wheat belt. With that idea he
gtarte? group settlement, visited the OMd
Country, and entered into an agreement with
the Tmperinl and Commonwealth Govern-

ments.
Hon. A. Tovekin: A very stupid agree-
ment too.

Hon. J. BEWING: A verr stupid agree-
ment! I say it is not a stupid agreement. Tt
was the best apgreement that could be made
at the time.  The Leader of the House knows
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that the Agent General has arranged with
the lmperial Government that all eonces-
siens and advantages in subsequent Aus-
tralinn agreemeats shall be embodied in Sir
Janies Mitchell’s agreement.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is not in the
agreement. Where did you get that from?

Hen., J. EWING: The hon. member
knows that the negotiations have been going
ot for some tiwe.

The PRESIDENT: Tbe hon,
ought to address the Chair,

Hon. J. EWING: Whatever desirable
clause may be in any ngreement made with
any other State, it is te apply to our agree-
ment, Also, Senator Wilson hag just come
from the Old Country with a new agreement
in his pocket. That agreement is to apply
to all the States of Australia and, according
to our Premier, it will greatly improve the
position of group settlement in Western
Australia,  Sir James Mitchell started the
ball rolling, and under his scheme we have
saved about a million pounds through the
Federal Government bringing out all mi-
grants. Then the Imperial and Common-
wealth Governments find part of the interest
on the loan. That enables us to have an
insurance fund of £1,200,000 to make the
position safer.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You have not re-
eetvedl o penny yet, beeause you cannot
carry out the agreement.

Hon, J. EWING: We are doing very
well, Some six months ago at Bunbury I
heard Sir James Mitchell, when Premier, say
that he had cabled the Home Governmnent
to secure a loan of tenm millions without
interest. It will pay the Tmperial Govern-
ment to let ns have the money free of in-
terest in order that they may send out to
14 those in the old country for whom no
work can be found. Let vws not forget that
Sir James Mitehell is the father of that
scheme. Tet us give him credit for it.
What was the position in Western Australia
when he started it?  Mr. Stephenson will
tell you, ns he told me the other day, when
he said—and I was very much impressed
by it—‘‘Let us give honour where honour
is due,'’

Hon, ¢, W. Miles: Nobody disputes that
Sir James Mitchell made the agreement.

Hon, J. EWING: Yet there has been a
great deal of carping eriticism. According
to some members, no good ever eame out of
Nazareth, ‘"Nazareth’’ meaning the Mit-
chell Government. Mr. Angwin’s only de-
site in respect of group settlement is to
improve the position and do things that, in
the ordinarv course of events, wonld have
been done by Sir James MWitehell had he
remained in power, As the outcome of the
policy of group settlement and land settle-
menit generally the money expended will be
retnrned to the State plus interest.

Hon. A. J. H. Baw: Does that apply to
the T.AB.?

Hon. J. EWING: I should think so.

The PRESIDENT: The hon, member is
not expeeted ton answer every questinn
thrown at him.

mamber
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Hou. J. EWING: But T will answer that
one. 1 know of a man who was under the
I.A.B. tor many years without mueh hope of
making good. He was in debt to the aniount
of £2500, Lut coull not see how he was
ever to get square. The other day he sold
his property for £3,000, making a profit of
about £3,000. That is what the [LAB. did
for him. It kept him going, as it has kept
many others going, unti]l he was able to
make pood. Last year 1 saw an T.A.B. mun
with a crop of from 20 to 30 bushels of
wheat. He, ton, made good, for that one
erop lifted him right out of the mire. The
position in the State generally, as compared
with three years ago, is splendid. Publie
utilities have improved, the financial posi-
tion bas improved, the wvalve of land has
heen enhanced, and confidence has been rve-
stored.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.37 p.m.

Hon. J. EWING: I have something to
say about the XNorth-West. During my
brief administration of the North-West
Department I came to the conclusion that
this was a country of magnificent dis-
tances and sparse populatiom, one in which
a large amout of moner muat be spent
if it is to be thoroughly developed.
Ever since I became s momber of this
Chamber T have admired Mr. Miles and
other members of the North-West, in-
eluding vourself, Sir, for their advocacy
of the wonderful possibilities of that vast
territory. 1 do not elaim teo know any-
thing about it except what has come be-
fore me in a departmental way. It
appears to he necessary, in the best in-
terests of the State, that the Minister for
the North-West should take the earliest
opportunity of visiting that part of the
SBtate and seeing it for himself, Mr.
Colebateh, when Teader of the House and
Minister for the North-West, took a trip
up there, the ocutcome of which was =z
splendid pamphlet that he published, Tt
was a very informative document and T
understand that another is being put out
by the department. We all look forward
to seeing it, so that we may know what
the porition is and what the Minis{er in
charge of the department thinks of it, T
truat Mr, Drew will find time, with all his
arduous duties, to go throngh that part of
the country and form his own opinion of
what should be done to develop it. The
officers of the department are excellent
men.  The Commissioner of the XNorth-
West works very hard and traverses Jong
distances. There is a good deal that might
be done in the way of eo-ordination and
vn-operation in the department. It would
be hetter if the whole of the North-West
was brought entirely under :he Minigter
for the North-West,

Hon. G. W, Miles: One Cabinet Mipister
to attend to nothing else.

Hon. J. EWING: I would not go as far
as that. T know the Leader of the Houaz
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must find it diffieult to ecarry ont all his
duties, but I am sure he will not uneglect
that territory, If he thin%s it =dvisable
to go there, mo doubr lLe will get zome
other Miniater to look after his variovs
departments, There shonll he concentra-
tion of work, Everything ronnected with
the North-West that van be bronght uniler
that departmeut shonld hie brought under
it, I wish to pay a tribute to the loyalty
of the officers of the Jdepartment while T
was usroeiated with it. They are keen
men and show a great desire to advance
this territory, thongh they are much
hampered by want of funds. The cotton
industry has advaneed a good deal. Some
three tonsx of cotton was sgent to the 01d
Commtry with satisfactory resulta. Of the
25 bales that were sampled, 18 exceeded
the carrent ypriees, and one from Beagle
Bay brought the rerord price of 19.55d per
Ib. It may be asuvmed, therefore, that
the quality of the North-West cotton is
satisfactory and will meet with all the
demands required by the London market,
What struek me more than anything else
was that everyvone seemed to know exactly
where all the good land was in the North-
West. They would specify some particular
poriion of the North-West, and say that
there was amy amount of country there.
There was, however, no real knowledge
of the country. T thought it better, with
the consent of my chief, to appoint a
Commission to investigate. This Commis-

sion went to the North-West. It com-
prised Mr. Brockman, Mr. Wise, Mr.

Easton, Mr. Haly, and Mr. Brown. Mr.
Wise iz the tropical adviser, and Mr.
Easton has travelled through this territory
before. The reports of the Commission
were most satisfactory. The work was
cancentrated on certain portions of the
North-West as being sunitable for certain
things. The record should be in the hands
of the Lands Department and will doubt-
less be sent to the Minister for the North-
West. From the reports he will know
that there are 50,000 acres of first-class
cotton and peanut land at Elephant Hill,
and that on the Ord River there are
10,000 acres that are now being surveyed
and will be available for early settlement.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. EWING: I am rather proud of
that. The Commission was my own idea,
and T think members will think it was a
good idea. Tt was no use saying we hmve
millions of acres here or there. So much
depends upon the lay of the land, the soil,
the climate, and other matters that huve
to be considered, The Minister canuot,
without the plans and the classification
of the land, know what country he has at
his disposal for settlement. The {lom-
migsion was satisfactory in every way and
ity reports will he of great assistance 1o
the Minister. In the first instance the
Commission made a survey of the ap-
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proaches to Wyndham with regard to
pavigation, I expected they would stay
there longer, and was disappointed to
learn that thev had returned. Possibly
thisx was due to Mr, Easton having
accepted another appeintment. I wanted
them to stay at Wyndbam and proceed to
Dryudale and other centres, so that the
fullest possible information might be ob-
tained concerning the territory. This, how-
ever, was not done. I hope the Miuister
will ot an early date see that this work
is rarried on so that he may know what
he has to administer and what he can dv,
Mr. Easton recommends tbe development
of Elcphant Hill before Port Drysdale. The
Elephant Hill country is very good, It
comprises 150,000 acres of first-class and
3,000 acres of second-class land.  Mr.
Wise stated that the land was admirably
suited for cotton and peanut growing. I
spoke at considerable length on this sub-
jeet last session. Mr, Wise emphasises
the great poasibilities of peanut growing.
1t is gratifring to koow that cotton land
ia there. From that point of view every-
thing is satisfactory.

Hon. G, W, Miles: There are 120¢00
people growing peanuts in Ameriea.

Hon. J. EWING: Yes. It in gratifying
to know that the Commission found a
good waterway betweem Wyndham and
the lands outhack, and recommended it as
satisfactory. Mr. Haly is connected with
the Wyndham Meatworks and 19 the chicf
buyer of ecattle there. He met these people
after they had returned from the hinter.
land. I will read ona jpuragrayh of his
report to show what he thinks of the
matter—

The rema‘nder of that day anml the
next were spini in traversing variouvs
waterways :n the lounch to ascertain
if several lanuings lncated by the land
party were =nceossible for vessels of
medium draaehé, A distance of over
160 miles wus tyavers2 Lin this network
of wonderful watarways, indicating an
average depth of aver three fathoms at
half tide; =nt four gnod landings were
located.

Members will be pleased to hear that, This
shows that transport by water will be an
casy matter for future settlers. Mr. Brock-
man, Mr. Easton and Mr. Wise also had
something to say on the same subject.
Water carriage is by far the cheapest form
of transport, and will be available to the
eettlers in the distriet. T regret that Mr.
Wise is leaving the department. He en-
tered it some 12 months ago and greatly im-
pressed me. His work has been good and
he is a man who knows his business. He
spems tn fear nothing., He tefls the uavar-
nished truth and places facts before his
Minister. He is und.r the Department of
Agrieulture, and this, I thiak, 38 wrong, 1r
the Minister will 7o into that question I am
anre he will ree the wisdom of bringing
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Mr. Wise, or his successor, under his own
department, so that he may know what is
going on throughout the territory. At pre-
sent the reports go first to the Agricultural
Department, whereas the first man teo
deal with them should be the Minis-
ter for the North-West. I understand Mr.
Wise is going away for private reasons. He
is not dissatisfied with his position, nor is
ke asking the Government to augment hig
salary. That has been done to a certain
cxtent since his arrival. It is not a ques-
tion of money with him. If a man is good
and an expert in his work, and we can in-
duce him to stay, well and good. I am sore
Mr. Wise must have a full and suffieient
reason for doing so.

Hon. G. W. Miles: For private reasons,

Hon. J. EWING: Yes. I hope he will
be suecessful in his activities elsewherve. It is
very difficult to know, from reading the re-
ports that have ¢ome down from time to
time, what is best to be done with the
North-West. It contains wonderful rivera
and wonderful possibilities of irrigation and
expansion, but it all boils down to one
thing, namely, money. I agree with Mr.
Miles and other members of the North-
West, that something should be done to
populate this territory, It is not going to
he a question of thousands but of millions.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Of 20 millions at
Jeast.

Hon. J. EWING: It is a matter that
should be looked wpom from the Imperin:
point of view.

Hon. G, W, Miles: That is so.

Hom, J, EWING: Of course there is a
diffieulty. I am sure this Governmment will
assist in every possible way, and that th.
Minister will do ull he ecan. Perhaps the
State could set aside, with the assistance ot
the Commonwealth and Imperial Govern-
ments, some 10 million or 15 millior pounds
for the development of that portion of the
Rtate. That will surely appeal to every-
one. The money must not be mixed up with
group settlement or land settlement but be
a thing apart, administered by the Min-
ister and his officers. That is a correet
attitude to adopt, and I do not think there
will be as much difficulty as hon. members
appear to think in getting the necessary
funds. The time haa arrived when the Im-
perial Government are determined upon tae
dovelopment of the Dominions and increased
population of other parts of the Empire.
The northern part of Australia is a danger
to the Commonwealth; it is sparsely popu-
lated and ¢lose to hordes of Asiatic
raced. In these circumstances it is a wul-
nerable point. If a united effort were maale,
I helieve the Commeonwealth and the Im-
perial  Ginvernments would provide the
nmoney necessary for the development of
onr vast northern territery. It is not
possible for Western Anstralia with her
small population to find the necessary
noney fnr many years toe comé. That is
not good for the South-West, nor for the
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people at present residing in the North-
West, Nor is it good for the Empire
as a whole, that our North should lie
idle. It has great mineral wealth yet
undeveloped and 1 believe every assistance
should be afforded to open up that
part of the State. The progress of the
pastoral industry has been wonderful, and
Mr, Holmes stated the other night that the
interests of that industry came first and
that if they were conserved, the develop-
ment of the mineral resources, cotton grow-
ing and tropical agriculture would follow.
I do not believe that altogether. I recog-
nise that the object of our efforts should
be te maintain the pastoral industry and
secure its development throughout the great
North-West, but I believe we can go in for
other industries as well, T will eonclude
my references to the North-West by stating
that T hope the Minigter will see the wis-
dom of continwing the expeditions into vari-
ous parts of the North-West. He should
keep them at work so that every portion of
the territory may be traversed and mapped
out properly, and so that we may know for
what purpose each poertion is best suited.
The expenditure will not be very heavy
and the House, T believe, will give the
Government every assistance in the develop-
ment of the North-West. If that be doune
the desired end will he achieved at no dis-
tant date. Referring to the Wyndham
Meat Works, it is recognised that Mr.
Hotmes, Mr, Lovekin, and other mem-
bers of the Chamber have taken a keen
interest in that concern. Tt is not
necessary to state how the works were
started and what they have cost, We
know that the works are heavily over.
capitalised. At this point I would like to
clearly declare my position regarding State
trading. When T occupied a position as
Minister of the (‘'rown, T was condemned by
some hon. members because T was nasaoeiated
with a Government that did not sell the
trading eoneerns. T gave what answer T
could at the time and I do not know whether
it was satisfactory or not. The facrt re-
mains, however, that the State tradiag eon-
cerpg are still going ahead and are likely
to be augmented. Although T was a mem-
ber of a Governwent that could not abolish
the Btate trading concerns because they
could not get the consent of Parliament——

Hon, E. H. Harris: They did not ser-
iously try to do so.

Haon, J. EWING: Perhaps it is not ncees-
sary to refer to the attitude of apother
place, but I do net think it was possible in
the last Parliament, and I know it is not
possible now to secure such a deeision. Ir-
regpective of whether the State trading ron-
cerna pay or do not pay, it is against my
policy that they should econtinue. I regard
them as an infringement of the rights of
the citizens and T maintain that we have no
right to -interfere with private intarests,
From that standpoint I have always op-
posed the principle of State trading. Hon,
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members will find we always strenuously
opposing anything in that direction, Mr.
Holmes was good enough to speak of his
visit to the Wyndbam Meat Works and he
eulogised the services of Mr, Fowle, the
works manager. I know Mr. Fowle is an
excellent officer, but I wish Mr, Holmes had
mentioned Mr. McGhic and other officers of
the department. T do not know what is
the experience of the present Minister, hut
trom what I learned as a Minister in the Mit-
chell Government, T am satisfied that there
is no better officer in the service of Western
Australia than Mr. McGhie. He is thor-
onghly conversant with his work and dosires
to make the best of & bad job. We know
that the concern he has to manage is over-
eapitalised and that losses have had 1o be
piled on losses and re-capitalised every year,
That, however, is not his fault. He was not
regponsible for the works duriog their carly
history. His record of management, the
manner in which he watehes the market and

- hig clear insight into the whole busincss

stamp him as a very valuable officer.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No obe suggested
otherwise. *

Hen, J, EWING: Mr. Holmes mentioned
Mr, Fowle, who is u good officer and suited
for the work he is doing, but T am sory
that he did not mention Mr. MeGhie's ex-
cellent services.

Hon. A, Lovekin:
Tipping and others.

Hon. J. EWING: They are all doing
good work, but Mr, MeGhie is the head of
the department and he is the officer to
whom we look for .the success or failure
of the work., In 1921 2r. Lovekin,
Mr. Holmes and others were appointed
as a seleet committee to inquire inte
the operations of the Wyndham Meat
Works. They reported in favour of
closing down those works. That recom-
mendation was not agreed to by the it-
¢hell Government and the Minister for the
North-West, Mr. Colebatch, decided to carry
onh operations during the succeeding year,
The operations during 1922 justified the
action taken. In 1923, the year I happened
to be Minister in charge of the works, the
position was much better and more than
ever justified the decision arrived at by
the Mitchell Government, to continue
operations.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
showing the losses?

Hon, J. EWING: Yes, and I will pive
them to the House. Some difficulty was ex-
perienced at the start, but this was over-
vome. We endeavoured to use Western
Australian woods for casks, and T Ao not
know how that move succeeded. I initiated
it and T hope it has been successful. How-
ever, in 1923 operations were carried
out against the advice of the select commit-
tee of 1921. The resuit of the operations
that year disclosed a surplus of £6,623 with-
out taking into account interest, sinking
fund or depreciation. We had to pay

And those of Mr.

Have you any figures
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out of revemue £2,565 on account of
doubtful debts that had been incurred
prior to that year. Those debts shoult
have been credited to revenne, but there
was no revepue available and the amount
had to be added to the expenditure for next
vezr. One result of operating was that it
heeame necessary to provide certain replace-
ments of plant and to flo some re-roofing.
This would not have been neeessary had the
works Temnined idle. Operations dQuring
that year Iad to he eapitalised accordingly.
The net resolt was that we were £12,350
better off, representing the profits made,
pbad dcbts paid for, and work such as the
re-roofing and replacement of machinery as
well. [ have a short statement coatraating
the position of the works had they remained
idle, with that disclosed by the operations.
The interest to he paid would be the same
in hotl instances, namely £75,174. Fire in-
gurances and other charges under that head-
ing gave u totnl of £5,806 when the worka
were idle, leaving a total ander the heading
of "idle'’ of £80,980. It fhas been stated
in the Press that no provision was made that
year for fire insurances and other costs
debited against Lhe previous year. The whole
of that £5,806 was paid out of revemnne as
work proceeded, This was done because
the concern was operating, The position
was therefore that idle, the works cost
£80,890 and aetive, £75,174. If we take
off the £12,350 T have already referred to,
it gives a result of £18,156 which makes
the position better still. That sum was
saved by ecarrying on operations as com-
pared with the expenditure that would
bave been necessary if the works had
remained idle. Thus we have a big
saving. No hon. member will contend
that the Government were wrong in
deciding to carry on. In addition to that,
it is always better to work machinery, for
while it remains idle the depreciation is
heavier than when it i3 in working order.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Surely not.

Hon. J. EWING: I believe the worka
are in an excellent condition, guite up te
date, and well locked after.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Will you explair why
the loss was sp much greater in the year
they did not work?

Hon. J. EWING: That was accounted
for by the fact that sueh a large quantity
of meat had to Le kept in the refrigerating
chambers as we coulil not cell the prodnee,
I am sorry Mr. Holmes is not here, .

The PRESIDENT: T think you ought to
he pleased he is not, for you can get on
mueh better without him.

Hon. J. EWING: T wanted to tell him
some things,

The PRESTDENT: He will read them in
f*Hansard.'’

Hon. J. EWING: T hope so. He said
that the Mitehell Government had gone in
for the nationalisation of land as well ag of
industry, and he was against sueb a policy,
He said they believed in the alicnation of

119

Crown lands as against the Labour Party’s
policy of non-alienation. The position is
entirely different, The nationalisation of
industry, as I understand it, means that
an industry is taken over by the Govern-
ment and worked by the Government. land
settlement megns that the people take the
Jand over and are liable tor payments on
that aceount, finally becoming owners of the
) reperty. There is ne nationalisation about
that. The settlers are assisted finaneinlly
hy the Uovernment, but they have to puy
interest on the money so borrowed. There is
uo analogy between the nationalisation of in-
dustry and the so-called nationalisation of
land.  Mr. Holmes also said that the policy
of day labour on the greup settlements was
opposed to the National Party’s policy. T
vontend that if we adopted the contract
[rineiple on the clearing of the group areas
tor settlement, I woulld not be in my present
position to-night and very few other mem-
hers wonld be here. There would not be
half the development we have to-day. As
a matter of fact we cannot get contract
lakour to do the work that is being done by
the gronp secttlers, and the essence of the
whole problem i3 Lo give employment to the
men as soont 2s they arrive in the State.
The Ugly Men’s Associntion have been do-
ing wonderful work in sceuring employment
for the newcomers on farms, but there is a
limit to their work, and it has been reached.
Tt ig neccssary now to {ake the immigraots
direet from the ship to the bngh, That is
the only poliey that is feacible at the pres-
ent time. Tf we do not adopt sneh a policy
we will have to stop immigration. That is
not the wish of the present Government.
These prople liecome initiated intn the work
very quickly and the rooner thev hecome
aceustomed to it the sooner will they he ahle
to get their holdings in proper order. Thia
system ia the only nne that ean be adopted,
There must- be eompetent men to supervise
the operations, because the guicker new ar.
rivals are initiated info the work the
quicker will they beecome valuahle assets
to the State,

Hon. A, Lovekin: And no one has been
relrased trom a group wp to the present
time.

Hon. J. BWING: Tt is impossible to re-
lease one man until all the men in a group
are ready. At Manjimup one man made
such a wonderful suecess of his holding that
he wished to be relensed 12 months ago,
but it was impossible to releage him until the
work of the group had been eompleted.
Mr. Holmes #aid the Earl of Harrowhy,
while in Perth, had outlined the poliey that
he thonght the Imperial Government shonld
adopt regariling land settlement. T heard
his specch, and his was exactly the poliey
of the late Government. Sir James Mit-
chell was trying to get ten millions of
money anid to obtain the help of the Im-
perial Government in every possible way.
If he could have got the money, well and
good, hut if not, there wag mno alternative
to continving iz the way he was working.
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The Earl of Harrowby was quite right. He
said that when he returned to England he
would try to get the Imperial Government
to do as he suggested. The Farl of Har-
rowby, however, is not the omly one in a
pusition to judge. Hundreds of people of
mmporiance have studied these group settle-
ments and, so far as I know, in every in-
stance they have cxpressed their satisfac-
tion.  The I'ederal Minister, Mr. Bowden,
said he was quite satisfied that everything
would he all right. Then what about the
viyit of the Governor-General?

Hon. A, Lovekin: He only just passed
through the groups.

Hon. J. EWING: Did be? T accompan-
ivd Hig Excelleney and he paid most eareful
attention to everything. No doubt he would
report direct to the Imperial Government.
Sir Franeis Newdegate travelled throush
all the group settlemeats, and would not
he report to the Imperial Government? T
do not know if Me. Holmes meant it when
he said the Earl of Harrowhy was the only
visitor who_understood the position.

Hon, J. T. Holmes: Do not forget that
your Government informed the House in
July, 1022, that the early groups had reached
the productive stage, and yet t(wo yenrs
later they have not reached the produetive
stage,

Hon. 3. EWING: Some of the groups
have reached the produetive stage. Some
men are ready to go off, but some are not.
A group cannot be dissolved until all are
ready.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You said some of the
groups, not some of the men.

Hon. J. EWING: Much as I admire Mr.
Holmes I muost say that some of his re-
marks are likely to do injury to the State.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What are they?

Hon. J. EWING: The hon, member spoke
abont people being brought here from dis-
mal lanes in the Old Country. Let me tell
him thet some of the settlers have been
reared under the hest conditions. They are
fine, virile people who had won suceess in
life, but through no fault of their own bave
been reduced to their present position. The
hon, member said hundreds of destitute
people were being brought from the Old
Country.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Has any one of them
put anything into this undertaking?

Hon, J. EWING: I shall come to that.
We are getting from the 01d Country some
of its best people. Whether they come from
the towns or from the country, T care mot.
T have heen throuph all these settlements
in the South-West and have seen there some
of the finest people that it would be possible
to find anywhere. Owing to the war there
was no employment available for them in
the 0ld Country, and they have come out
here. They may have been hard up, bat
they are not degtitute people from dismal
lanes in the Ol4 Countrv. T wish the hon.
member had not said that,

Hon. .T. J. Holmes: T4 it fair that 3750000
people should carry this hurden?
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Hon. F. EWING: I agree that this is an
Imyprerial question, and I hope the Giovern-
ment will be able to secure more advan-
tageous terms from the haperial Govern-
meat. Tt has been said that we are not
getting the men with the money, bot that
the migrants with £200, £500, and even
£1,000 of capital are going to the Eastern
States. The very essence of Sir James
Mitehell’s scheme was to give a chance in
life to the man without capital, Our set-
tlers may bLe peor, but they are good men.
If they have no money, it provea that the
scheme Sir James Mitchell initinted is work-
ing ont as he contemplated.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is any other State
jaying them £3 o week whether they eamm
it ar not?

Hon. J, EWING: They will earn it all
right. 1t is well known that there are
bound to be losses, but if the hon. member
reads the statement of the Minister for
Lands, he will be very much cheered. Mr.
Angwin says that 80 per cent, of the people
will make good.

Hon, J. W, Kirwan:
have left the blocke?

Ifon. J. EWING: About 2¢ per cent.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: He said that 80 per
cent. are still on the groups, acd they are
grotting £3 a week and a house.

Hon. J. EWIXG: Mr. Aagwin =aid he be-
Heved that would be the ultimate position.
Even if we get only 70 per cent. or €90
per cent. of suceesses, it will be a fine thing
for Western Australia, I think theve will
he 80 per cent. of suceesses. When a set-
tler leaves a group, another settler is ready
to take his place, only too glad te gﬁt the
advantage of the improvements. very-
thing will turn out well if we only show
a little patience. The report of the Royal
Commission on the Peel Estate is a peculiar
one. Paragraphs 1 to 4 are very satisfac-
tory indeed. ey uphold the prineiple of
group settlement, and state that the settle-
ment is the right thing. Those paragraphs
justify everything that has been done,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We said group set-
tlement, not this system of group setfle-
ment.

Hon.

Hon,
system

What percentage

J. Ewing: Yes, you did.
A. Burvill: Where is there another
of group settlement? -

Hon. J. EWING: What is wrong with
this aystem of group settlement? Mr,
Holines said all sorts of things were wrong
and that he was going to rectify them, but
he has never initinted anything of this kind.
T.et him give eredit to Sir James Mitelell.
The hon. member seems to be an extreme
ressimist that glorics in finding fault with
smoll things. The hon. member and the
other members of the rommission were gatis-
ficd that this is the right system of setile-
ment.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No, it says the prin-
eipln.

Hon. J. JJ. Holmes: Yes, not this gystem.
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Hon, J, EWING: I feel greatly tempted
to read those four paragraphs. They are
full of praise of Sir James Mitchell’s group
scttlement policy. They back him up from
A to Z.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You must be quoting
from the ‘‘West Australian’s’’ report of
the commigsion.

Hon, J. EWING: If it is the mission of
some of the members of this House to find
fault, all T can say is that is not my mission,
I am here to do what T can in the interests
of the State. Paragraphs 6, 7, and 8 of
the commission’s rerort point out the neces-
sity for co-ordinafion in giving effect to
the poliey. The Governor’s Hpeech an-
nounces that there is to be a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the whole of the
group settiements, T hope such a commis-
sion will not be appointed, I do not think
it will do any good. Rather will it do harm.
It will merely point out the small things
that might have been done in a better way,
But why bring those things under the notice
of the public? Let ns see where the faults
are and rectify them, rather than give them
publicity and thereby discourage the set-
tlers, the Government, and everyone else. I
do not think Mr. Angwin wants such a com-
migsion. He is quite eapable of doing the
work, Give him a chance. Give him a free
hand for 12 months, and see what he will
do. T am satisfied he will do what is best
in the interests of the State. Paragraph 19
of the report refers to cows. The commis-
siorr made a great song about cows, and the
negleet of the late Government to provide
them. I asked Mr. Holmes to state defi-
nilely what he thought the Government
should have done, but I do not think he
answered the question. Cows, of course,
form an essential part of the scheme, and
Sir James Mitehell was considering it be-
fore he went out of office. I think that
1,000 cows will meet requirements this year,
and T believe they ean he obtained in West-
ern Australia.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The dairy expert did
not tell us that.

Hon, J, EWING: T think it is so. Mr.
Angwin has added the dairy expert, the
froit expert, and the wheat expert to the
board, and thus the work will be co-ordin-
ated. Sir James Mitehell saw the necessity
for raws and wonld have made the necessary
provision.  Aa the ¥years go by a herd will
gradually be built up to supply the require-
ments of the groups, but what would the
hen, member have said if two years ago the
Government hal purchased thousands of
head of cattle and involved a cost of thous-
ands of pounda to feed them? He wonld
have c¢ondemned the Government, and his
condemnation would have been fully justi.
fied. Cows will be ohtnined as required, ang
=0 far as T can see there will be no difficulty
in getting them.

Hen. J. J. Holmes: This State has to
find £3 a1 week for 2,500 settlera while
they wait for cows.
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Hen, J. EWING: The hon. member
has that fixed in his mind, and cannot get
rid of it. Now I wish to refer to para-
graph 19 of the report, which states that
the total capitalisation appears to be
£1,169,648. But a large proportion of that
amount represents assets such as cows,
horses, implements, harness, machinery
and so forth—assets which should never
have been in¢luded in the capitalisation.
Those agsets are not part of the cort of
vleariog the Peel Estate,

Hon, A, Lovekin: The report does ant

say so.
Hon, J. J. Holmes: Who buys the
harses? Who buys the rows?

Hon. J. EWING: The agreement with
the group settler is that the land shall he
ready for him, and that after that he must
look to the Agricultural Bank. The ex-
penditure for the items I have mentioned,
however, should not be included in the
coat.

Hon. A. Lovekin: But has not the money
to be found for that expenditure?

Hor. J. EWING: When the man buyas

-the horse or the ecow or the pig, he has

the asset and he goes on improving that
asset all the time. At least £300,000 has
to be taken off, reduncing the capitalisation
well below one million pounds.

Hen. J. J. Holmes: Mr. Colebateh told
ng a year ago £296,000,

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Holmea is doing
Mr, Colebateh an injustice.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: The statement is in
{*Hanhgard.’’

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Colebateh perhaps
was supplied with information that was
not quite up to date. I do not think he
ean be blamed very muech. We have here
an amount of £1,836 in respect of which
each settler will be liable when he takes
up his block. Moreover, this item applies
only to the Peel Estate. It does not apply
to other grovp settlements, because the
settlers on them get their land free, Hon.
members have said that the land is to be
given free to the settler, and then they
have gone on to take exeeption to the faet
that the Peel Estate does not come under
the Imperial agreement. If it did, the
man would have to get his land for
nothing instead of paying £300 for it. I
do not think the State ean possibly give
the Peel group settlers their land free.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The agreement pro-
vides that you must give the settler the’
land, and as you cannot give the Peel
Estate settler the land, that cstate canhot
eome under the Imperial agreement,

Hon. J. EWING: T think the Govern-
ment will find themselves able to make
auch arrangements with the Imperial
authoritiea ad to hring the Peel Estate
under the Imperial agreement.
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Hon. A. Lovekin: Do you not think they
sahould have done that before they
started?

Hen, T, EWING: Life is made up or
things which should bave heen done but
have not been done. To criticise in such
a2 small manner seems to me bad policy.
I have made a caleulation to the effeet
that the value of the assets of each Peel
Estate settler will be £500 or £600 and
that thus the Peel Estate settler will not
have to carry a greater burden than £1,200
or £1,300 in all. I consider it unnecessary
to say moch more about the Royal Com-
mission on the Peel Estate, though I may
point out that the Commissioners say the
position is such that the people of West-
ern Australia cannot bear the hurden, that
350,000 people cannet bear the burden.
But in trnth there is no question of looking
back aud being afraid. Let us go right
ahead, and then there musi be success. We
do wonderful things for the people who
coma to this State and who are in this
State, and, all things considered, the people
are indeed forunate.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Just now you said the
same thing as that paragraph of the Com-
missioner’s report says. You said you
wanted Tmperial assistance in connection
with the Peel Estate,

Hon. J. EWING: The Commissioners
give no credit to the administration of the
Estate, which is under Mr. McLarty.

Hon. J. .J. Holmes: Don’t we? We have
two paragraphs about Mr. MeLarty,

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. McLarty has been
in charge of the whole scheme since its
inception. Sir James Mitchell was the
head of the scheme and gave directions
as to what was to be done. Mr, McLarty
carried it out; he appointed the necessary
men and saw the work done. Mr, McLarty
has achieved a wonderful work, but the
Commissioners have made him no allow-
ance for the diffienlties of drainage and
for last year’s abnormal rainfall. More-
over the position regarding unemployment
in Perth was acute, and 400 of the unem-
ployed were sent to work on the Peel
Estate. Their work may not have been
as economical as possible, but still it en-
abled the scheme to go ahead.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: The Commissioners
kave said that.

Hon. J. EWING: T do not think so.
After severely criticising the administra-
tion and the work of the Peel Estate, the
Commissioners wind up their report with
a laudatory referenmce to Mr. MeLarty,
who has been responsible for the estate
from beginaing to end, and who takes
that responsibility cheerfully, knowing
that he did his duty and that under the
eonditions nobody could have dome better.
Let me add that advantage is being taken
in connection with other settlements of tke
experience gained on the Peel Estate. Para-
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graph 31 of the Royal Commission’s report
reads—

Before concluding, your Excellency’s
Commissioners desire to express their
appreciation of the unsparing efforts of
Mr, MeLarty in supplying every detail
of information asked for. Im addition
to this, he himself supplied a vast
quantity of fact and helped to elucidate
many points by questions put to wit-
negses, The work entailed upon bim
during a lengthy inquiry was extremely
onerous, and in view of his multitudin-
ous duties in counection with the Agri-
cultural Bank, Industries Agsistance
Board, the Soldier Settlement and
Group Settlements generally throughout
the State, the burden must have fallen
very heavily upon him. Your Excel-
lency's Commiseioners express the hope
that his efforts will he suitably recog-
niged, and that he may be relieved of
some of his many important duties, as
irreparable loss must accrue to the
State if, through breakdown or illness,
retirement becomes inevitable,

In one breath the Commissiovers cundemn
Mr. MeLarty, and in the next they express
the hope that he may leng be spared to con-
tinue his wonderful work.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Mr. McLarty told me
he did not bring these men here, but they
were brought here and he had to do the best
he could with them.

Hon. J. EWING: What is wrong with
those men?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They don’t know their
job. The State hag to pay them and teach
them.

Hon. J. EWING: Good Inck to them!
That is the essence of the whole scheme.

Hen. J. J. Holmes: Indeed it is the es-
sence of the whole scheme!

Hon. J. EWING: If a man has to leave
the Old Country owing to adverse circum-
stances and comes out here, are we not glad
to see him?

Hon. JJ. J. Holmes: Of course we are.

Hon. J. EWING: Certainly we are. The
people in the State are well satisfied to
take these men and teach them rather than
not have the State advance. I have received
a letter from Mr. Rose, whose absence on
this occasion I greatly regret. He did not
take part in all the proceedings of the Com-
mission, but I believe he eollaborated in the
drawing up of the report.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: He sent a paper to
the chsirman of the Commission after the
report had been drawn.

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Rose writes that
he thinks the Commission did not give full
eredit to those responsible. No doubt be-
fore the session closes Mr, Rose will be able
to express his views here himself, but he
says he considers that the sustenance should
be reduced gradually, and that many things
might be done to help the settiers. Little
good has resulted from the Royal Commis-
gsion. Much has been said that might well
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have been left unsaid. If the Collier Gov-
ernment wish to keep the group settlement
going, they will give Mr. Angwin a free
band and let him go right ahead and see
what be can do. I am sure Mr. Angwin
will do everything possible for the advance-
ment of the State. I shall not speak on
education to-night. I wish to congratulate
the Leader of this IHouse on holding that
very fine portfolio and I hope that either
when replying to this debate, or when in-
trodueing the Appropriation Bill, he will
tell the House what I now tell the House
from my short experience, that the officers
of the Education Department are men of a
very high standard and are doing marvel-
lous work for the upbringing of the rising
%ineration in Western Australia, Mr.

irwan and Mr. Brown spoke on miming,
and they appear satisfied that they now
bave a Government which will push ahead
the mining industry as no previous Govern-
ment did. However, the Mitehell Govern-
ment assisted mining in every possible way,
g0 far a3 I capn see. They were absolutely
aahsﬁed that the right thing was to reduce
mirning costs as much as possible. They
helped the mine owner and thev helped the
prospector, and they reduced the price of
water., Yet we are told they 4id mnothing
for the induvatry. The proposed Royal Com-
mission on mining may prove a very useful
Commission indeed, What the present Gov-
ernment aim ut, and what the late Govern-
ment aimed at, was to reduce the tariif, so
that machinery might be admitted cheaper
and the industry generally asssisted. It is
to be hoped that through action on the part
of the Federal Government something may
be done to assist mining in Western Aus-
tralia. I have read with great pleasure the
reply given by Mr,. Collier to the deputation
that waited on him yesterday. The reply
was most sympathetic, and I hope the gold-
fields people have something to look forward
to in the way of reduction of freights.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Take some of the taxa-
tion off them.

Hon. J. EWING: I hope that may re-
sult, The hon, member last session did all
he eould to get taxation taken off. I hope
the present Government will do what iz de-
gired in that direction, but I am not highly
sanguine that sueh will prove fo be the case.
Another matter I desire to refer to before
T conclude is the electrical power scheme
which, on manv oceasions, has been before
this House. I bhave on several occasions
failed to carry a motion that Y have sub-
mitted in favour of it, but as water drip-
ping on a stone continually wears away that
stone, so in this case has the subject eventu-
ally claimed attention. The previous Gov-
erument appointed a Commission to investi-
gate the possibilities of the scheme. Mr.
Scaddan had deelared the great bugbear to
be the insufficieney of the water supply. It
has sinee been proved that the Minninup
poenl, which is gigantic in size, contains
gufficient water to meet all requirements,
Mr. Taylor and the members of the Com-
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mission satisfied themselves that there is
ample water in this pool for all purposes,

Hon. A, Lovewin: Only for a small
scheme.

Hon. J. EWING: Oh, no. Mr. Taylor
said that there was more water there than
thure was in Perth.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Is it as good as the
Perth water?

Hon. J, EWING: It is heautiful water.
The amount required for the carrying out
of the scheme is £216,000, and if the col-
lieries are brought together, a proposition
that will be for their own benefit, they will
be able to pay 10 per cent. on the money
invested.

Hon.
scheme,

Hon. J. EWING: It is the nucleus of
the large scheme, It is said that there is
enough water there for every requirement.
The Minister for Railways has already in-
vestigated the matter at Collie and he has
promised that when the money, which is the
important factor, is fortheoming, the Gov-
ernment will take the initial steps. We all
know that no country will succeed unless
it haa cheap power. Cheap ower makes
for the good of the State. In concluding
I can only express regret at the defeat of
the prevous Government. I suppese that is
only natural; but at the same time 1 ex-
tend to the new Government my congratu-
lations and express the hope that under
their management the progress of the State
will continue.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin debate
adjourned.

A, Lovekin: That is the small

Houge adjourned at 5.34 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—WATER CONSERVATION,
AVON RIVER.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Works: Has anything been done to earry
into effect the motion tabled by me and
carried by this Honse on the 17th Novem-



